
CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCES FOR  

“A Love That Never Ends” 
2015 Camp Mount Luther Summer Camp Theme 

 
 

A Love That Never Ends, the 2015 Outdoor Ministries curriculum, focuses on God’s 

love for us and how we respond to that love by loving others.  This summer’s 

theme invites campers and staff to consider what it means to live in the world as 

people chosen by God.  Each day at camp, we will learn about a different Old 

Testament hero and how God shows love toward that individual.  We also learn how 

that person’s story shapes how we are to love others today.    

  

Here are some resources you may like to use to help us make the connection between the camp 

experience and congregational life.  We encourage you to use these as part of a Camp Sunday, or on the 

Sunday before or after you have campers coming to Mount Luther.   

 

 

Scripture   
The following will be used at camp during the summer of 2015 
 

Theme Verse:  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

and with all your might.” –Deuteronomy 6:5 

 

Daily Themes and Texts: 

 Day 1:   Abraham   Genesis 17:1-8 Covenant with Abraham 

 Day 2:   Moses   Exodus 17: 1-7 Water in the Wilderness 

 Day 3:   Jonah   Jonah 4: 1-11  Jonah and God 

 Day 4:   Ruth   Ruth 1: 1-18  Ruth and Naomi 

 Day 5:  Jeremiah  Jeremiah 1: 4-10 Jeremiah’s Call 

 

Psalms:  Psalm 105  

 

 

Call to Worship Litany 
The leader explains the call and response nature of the call to worship. The leader instructs 

the campers that their response phrase is “We will trust in the Lord our God.” Arrange for an 

assistant to say the words “We serve a loving God” to cue the campers for their response. 

 

Leader:  God led Abraham by faith to the Promised Land, and God will lead us too. 

Assistant:  We serve a loving God. 

Campers:  We will trust in the Lord our God. 

Leader:  God provided for Moses and the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness, and God 

will provide for us too. 

Assistant:  We serve a loving God. 

Campers:  We will trust in the Lord our God. 

Leader:  God gave Ruth and Naomi a family and friends to join, and God has given us a family and 

friends too. 

Assistant:  We serve a loving God. 

Campers:  We will trust in the Lord our God. 

Leader:  God offered forgiveness to the people of Nineveh through the words of Jonah, and God 

offers forgiveness to us too. 

Assistant:  We serve a loving God. 

Campers:  We will trust in the Lord our God. 

Leader:  God sent Jeremiah out to speak God’s word to the people, and God has sent us out too. 

Assistant:  We serve a loving God. 

Campers:  We will trust in the Lord our God. 

 



Song Suggestions 
Here are some suggested camp songs and hymns that tie to each day’s theme; we 

can help you find some of the camp songs—just let us know.  Some general songs 

that work in most settings include Mother Sarah, I Will Call Upon the Lord, Buzzard 

Song, and Psalm 150.  

 

Day 1:  Thy Word, Jesus Loves Me, We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus (ELW 451), 

Borning Cry (ELW 732)    

Day 2:  O Fill My Cup; Wade in the Water (ELW 459); I Will Call Upon the Lord; One Bread, One Body;  

Let Us Break Bread Together 

 

Day 3:  Blessed Be, Listen to Your Children Praying (ELW 752), I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW 325) 

Day 4:  Humble Thyself, Lord I Lift Your Name on High 
 

Day 5:  Here I Am Lord, This Little Light of Mine, We are Called (ELW 720), 

 

 

   

 

Prayer Petitions 
Here are some prayer petitions that we will use this summer.  

 

Loving God, you have chosen us to be people of love and faith. Help us to love you 

with all our hearts, and with all our souls, and with all our might. And help us to love 

others just as you have loved us.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

 

God of life and freedom, we thank you for your great love for us. As we face the challenges of life in the 

wilderness, may we trust in you to lead and guide us to your promised blessings. Guard our hearts from 

worry, doubt, and frustration. Fill us with your Holy Spirit and give us trusting, thankful, and faithful 

hearts. Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

God of mercy, we live in a troubled world full of suffering, pain and strife. May your kingdom break into 

our lives through the words of our Savior Jesus Christ. Give us ears to hear and obey your word, so that 

we might be agents of your redeeming love and grace.  Lord, in your mercy…  HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

 

Almighty God, Thank you for your love and forgiveness, and for teaching us how to love and forgive 

others too. Help us to hear your call in our lives and to respond faithfully to that call. You are calling us 

to be people of faith and love. You are calling us to share your love with a world in need. Help us to 

answer that call and go out from here empowered by your love for others. Lord, in your mercy… HEAR 

OUR PRAYER. 

 

 

We pray for the campers and staff at Camp Mount Luther.  Help the staff to share 

Christ and plant seeds in the lives of those who come to this place set apart.  Open 

the minds of the children, youth, and adults who attend, so that they can encounter 

you in new and exciting ways.  Help them to experience the beauty of your creation 

and come back to our congregation, ready to live a life of discipleship and service to 

you.  Lord, in your mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

 

 

  



Blessing and Send-off for Campers 
Created by Pastor Kerry Aucker; Modified by Jim Bricker, Chaplain to the Staff 

  

You are invited to use this liturgy each Sunday when you have campers leaving for Camp Mount Luther.  

Of course, please feel free to adapt the liturgy, if you wish: 

 

We are honored to celebrate with {insert names} as they leave for this afternoon for a week at Camp 

Mount Luther.  (After the campers have assembled, perhaps joined by their parents standing behind them, 

continue the liturgy.) 

  

This week at camp, you will learn about Jesus and His love for you; you will learn about God's creation, 

and have fun doing it. As you gather in your cabins with new friends, participate in GROW Time, 

campfires, crafts, and go swimming--may your faith in Jesus Christ grow deeper.  We will pray for you 

while at camp.  We will pray for the staff who will care for you.  And we will pray for your parents while 

you are away.  Let us pray: 

 

As you go on your way, may Christ go with you.  May He go before you to show you the way.  May He go 

behind you to encourage you; Above you to watch over, Beside you to befriend you, Within you to give 

you peace.  Lord, watch over our {insert first names of campers} this day as they leave for camp.  Keep 

them in safety as they study your Word and enjoy all the activities at Camp Mount Luther. Bless the staff 

who care for them.  Assure their parents as they are away that You remain with them.  In Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  Go in peace:  Let all that you do be done in love.  O.K. we will! 

 

Benediction/Blessing 
Explain that the congregation’s response to the benediction is “Alleluia!” Encourage them to grow louder 

at the end by shouting their “Alleluia!” responses.  

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the risen Christ.  

Congregation: Alleluia!  

Leader: Alleluia!  

Congregation: Alleluia!  

Leader: Alleluia!  

Congregation: Alleluia! 

 

 

Sending Song 
The following song was written by Kathy Wither of Messiah, South Williamsport, for her congregation to 

sing as part of their send-off for campers.  It is to the tune of "Go, My Children, with My Blessing."  

 

Go, my children, off to camp now, Christ by your side. 

May Christ go before you and His light be your guide. 

May Christ go behind to guard you, 

Stand beside you and befriend you. 

May you know Christ’s peace and in that love e’er abide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


